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     Alumni Spotlight  

               Giving and Wish List  

Residential Diversity  

This fall, the ECIR welcomes 50 residents from 18 different countries.     

Representing a wide variety of academic disciplines, our residents create a 

culturally diverse and intellectually stimulating living environment. It is     

important to mention that many of our students identify with more than one 

nationality.  This year, out of our 50 residents, 37 are new.  We would like to 

extend a warm welcome to our new residents and sincere greetings to our 

returning students.  

The ECIR continues to attract students from myriad backgrounds, signifying 

a growing desire for intercultural connection and diversity.  

Inside this Issue:  

An Intentional, International, 

Intercultural, Interspiritual, 

Living Learning Community  

The ECIR will soon be changing 
its name to International House 

Ann Arbor  

Fall 2016 

 YOUR SUPPORT, YOUR PROGRAMS  

Donors and volunteers support the          

educational programs offered to our         

international residents and non-residents. 

Your tax-exempt contribution is needed 

now.  

DONATE BY PHONE (734-662-5529), 

CHECK PAYABLE TO ECIR, OR 

ONLINE AT www. ecir.org.  
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Dr. Bruce D. Martin, Executive Director since 2009, 

earned a bachelorõs degree in philosophy and         

psychology from the University of Wisconsin and a 

Doctor of Ministry from Princeton Theological   

Seminary.  He has served as a chaplain at Eastern 

Mennonite  University and at Penn State                

University.  He is also an Adjunct Instructor in Indig-

enous Studies of the Great Lakes Region in 

CED at The Pennsylvania State University.  He has 

been engaged in cultural education, formally and in-

formally, his entire life.  

   Jessica Greenfield 

 Residential Program Manager 

I received my masterõs in social work from 

UM in 2013 and have been with ECIR since 

early 2014. And how the time is flying! Itõs 

often said that if you find a job you love, 

you wonõt òworkó a day in your life. And 

that saying rings true for me. Coming to 

ECIR every day is like coming home. My 

heart is so invested in this center and our 

mission and I am so thankful to be here.  

Stoney  Griffin  

Building Manager  

My experience at ECIR has been very fulfilling is 

several ways; I've meet many wonderful people from 

all over the world. I also have been able to sharpen 

old skills and learn new ones. It makes me live up to 

the title of a book that my son used to read when he 

was 4 years old "My Dad Can Fix Anything"  

    Meet Cliff  Johnson  

Ying Li  

Program Assistant  

I am a second year graduate student from 

China at the School of Social Work at UM. 

I focus on social policy and evaluation  

within community and social systems. The 

friendly, inclusive environment at ECIR 

makes me feel at home. Here, I can interact 

with students from different backgrounds 

which allows me to create meaningful     

programs for international students and 

scholars to promote their awareness on  

culture and social justice issues.  

Oksana Kutsa 

Office Assistant   

Born and raised in Ukraine, I am currently an 

undergraduate student studying  

microbiology, along with law and social change. 

I am interested  in the development of         

integrative and comprehensive healthcare  for 

the most disadvantaged populations in both 

Ukraine and the US. I joined the ECIR team 

this fall, and I would like to extend a warm 

thank you for this wonderful opportunity! 

 
Meet Our Team  

Cliff has been delivering mail to our residents for the past few years. We decided to ask him what were 

his impressions and views of our community.  

Can you tell us a bit about yourself and your family?   

I am a dad, grandpa, and a veteran. I love spending time with my wife and grandkids. I have a boy 

who is 2  and a girl who is 4. I also enjoy riding motorcycles. I have worked  

as a mail carrier for 30 years.  

Based on your interactions with the ECIR staff and/or residents, what are your impressions 

of ECIR?   

It is a beautiful place with  good atmosphere. Both staff and residents are very friendly.  
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After completing the two hour ceremony, Emrah asked the ceremonial leader if another sweat ceremony could be done for his 

new friend.  Levon agreed to attempt the ceremony again.  With the ceremonial leader offering gentle encouragement on one 

side, and Emrah providing the support of friendship on the other, Levon began to chant and sing in the Armenian language, to 

breathe deeply and rhythmically, controlling his thoughts and fears.  When the ceremony ended an hour later, Levon and Emrah 

crawled from the lodge with a deeper appreciation for Ojibwe spirituality, an inexplicable bond of trust, and a deeper appreciation 

for their respective spiritual traditions.   

Their growing friendship was, however, put to the test.  Levon was invited to speak at a Protestant Church in Ann Arbor on 

Palm Sunday a few weeks later.  He invited his new friend, Emrah, who had never before attended a Christian service, to join 

him.  Emrah accepted and I drove them to the church.  Introducing Levon to the congregation, the minister began to recount the 

painful history between Turkey and Armenia, the ògenocideó perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire on the people of Armenia  

during the Great War (1915).  The Republic of Turkey remains in conflict with Armenia today because it denies that genocide       

occurred.  I wondered if their friendship would survive the recounting of this painful wound and international conflict. 

After introducing his new Muslim friend to the unsuspecting congregation, Levon told personal stories about forgiveness in the 

midst of pain and conflict.  Returning to the pew, he smiled and put an assuring arm around Emrah.  During the drive back to 

Ann Arbor, Levonõs and Emrahõs friendship deepened as they openly discussed this century-old conflict and possibilities of    

personal and national reconciliation.  They slid from the car on an Ann Arbor street corner, deep in conversation. As they walked 

away, Emrah hooked his arm over Levonõs shoulder as if to say our future need not be determined by our past. 

This story expresses the soul of ECIR and the essence of our mission: to build bridges of understanding, respect, and friendship 

across all cultural, religious, ethnic, and national boundaries in our own divided communities and in conflicted communities 

around the world.                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                  -Bruce  Martin, Director                                                       

 

A few months ago, ECIR became the sole owner of the Church Street property  

via a statutory merger with the University of Michigan Presbyterian Corporation 

(UMPC), its nonprofit partner since the 1880s.  Even though ownership has 

changed, our mission has remained the same since the 1960s.  It is good to        

remember that it is mission, and not property, that is the soul of an organization 

like ECIR.  The following story expresses the essence of our mission better than    

commentary on our mission statement.  

During Spring Break, a group of 32 students, scholars, and community members 

representing 11 nations spent a week in the Bay Mills Indian Community on 

Lake Superiorõs Waiska Bay.  The Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) people, indigenous to 

the Great Lakes region and to Michigan, introduced us to their worldview,     

history, culture, and spiritual traditions.  Deepening our understanding and     

respect for different ways of life through cultural engagement creates a more just 

and peaceful world.  But there is more to the storyé. 

Levon, an Armenian post-doctoral student of religion and a clergyman of the 

Armenian Eastern Orthodox Church, and Emrah, a Turkish graduate            

engineering student and a devout Muslim, became friends while immersed in the 

Ojibwe community, a third culture and spiritual tradition unfamiliar to both.  

The    Ojibwe purification ceremony (sweat lodge) tested and strengthened their 

friendship.  Just minutes after the ceremony began, Levon crawled from the 

lodge, fearful of the darkness and heat.   

Our Mission  
 

Our Mission  

  Fostering understanding, respect, and peaceful relationships  
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Spiritual Community Visit  

Community Meal at ECIR is an opportunity for residents and friends of the center to cook a meal 
from their native culture for the entire community. Attendance at Community Meals nearly doubled 
this past year. Some meals this summer and early fall brought in over eighty people! So what is it that 
makes Community Meals so special? First, food is universal. And we LOVE food at ECIR. Next, 
Community Meal are an informal opportunity for residents and friends to get to know one another, 
build bridges, and develop friendships. When you walk into ECIRõs lounge the night of a Community 
Meal, you can feel the positive energy. At surface level, it may appear to simply be a group of people 
sharing a meal. But in reality, there is so much more happening! People from different backgrounds 
that may have thought they have nothing in common are finding similarities and overcoming fears. 
Friendships are forming. Cultures are being appreciated. A sense of community is being cultivated. 
Increasing attendance at Community Meals means increasing costs. ECIRõs Go Fund Me Campaign 
aims to increase the Community Meal budget by $3, 000. Please donate online or by check made   
payable to òECIRó with òGo Fund Meó on the memo line.   

 ECIR GoFundMe Campaign link: www.gofundme.com/aaecir                                                                   

Community Meals  

Understanding Fear: A Response to Mass Violence  

A presentation on òUnderstanding Fear: A response to Mass Violenceó was given by Bob Van 
Oosterhout at ECIR on August 8 and September 20.  Bob described how fear puts our body, 
mind, and emotions into crisis mode.  Our capacity to learn and adapt are severely limited as our 
mind is drawn to simplistic or previously used solutions. These tactics don't address the nature of 
new threats and tend to make the problem worse.  Bobõs presentation offered a new perspective 
on responding to mass violence and terrorism based on understanding three different kinds of 
fear (Natural, Conceptual, Structural) and how to effectively deal with them. 
 
Bob has over 35 years of experience dealing with people who have had problems with violence, 
including those who threatened and were about to commit mass killings. Bob developed a course 
for Lansing Community College that emphasizes restoring balance to body, mind, and emotions.  He authored "Slow 
Down and Lighten Up: Letting Go Of Stress and Tension" and is currently writing two related books, "Balance:  The Key 
to Quality and Effectiveness in Work and Relationships" and "New Perspectives on Anxiety, Depression and PTSD.ó A 
text of the presentation is available on Bobõs website www.bobvanoosterhout.com 

Spiritual Community Visits, a series of educational programs, promote appreciation,  
understanding, and connection with different faith communities in Ann Arbor. Because religious 
diversity is a prominent feature of American culture, and because spiritual identity is important to 
all, appreciating and respecting diverse religious traditions is important to building a community of 
peace and friendship.  
 
Our target audience is, but not limited to, international students or scholars who are interested in 
learning about specific spiritual beliefs. By coordinating with different spiritual communities, we 
encourage participants to observe or join the spiritual services and actively attend the Q&A    
workshop. 
 
In recent months we have visited Quaker Friends Meeting House, Vineyard Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, Islamic Center of America, Temple Beth Emeth, Chinmaya 
Mission, Zen Buddhist Temple, Islamic Prayer Observe, and more spiritual              
communities will be covered soon. We aim to do a spiritual community visit once a 
month. This series is also supported and advertised by the International Center of the 
University of Michigan. 
 

Community Engagement  

     -Jessica Greenfield, Residential Program Manager  


